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There is a moment in every city’s story when reflection meets resolve - when we stop asking what went
wrong and begin asking what we can do, together, to make it right.

FOR SPRINGFIELD, THAT MOMENT IS NOW.

Ours is a community with much to celebrate. Across Clark County, neighbors continue to show up for one
another-in our schools, our churches, our nonprofits, and our neighborhoods. From revitalized downtown
spaces to grassroots initiatives strengthening our rural and urban corridors alike, we are witnessing
collaboration, creativity, and compassion at work every day. The resilience, generosity, and determination
of our residents remind us that Springfield’s greatest asset has always been its people.

Across every street - from the Southside to the North End, from the farms of Clark County to the heart of
downtown - people are awakening to a shared truth: our future cannot be written by a few and read by the
many. It must be authored collectively, by all of us.

For too long, progress has often spoken in the voices of the few. Yet the truest measure of advancement
lies in the harmony of many voices, especially those too often unheard.

AS WE CHART THE NEXT 25 YEARS OF GROWTH AND REVITALIZATION, IT IS VITAL
THAT THE NARRATIVES OF OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, FAMILIES, AND YOUTH BE
CENTERED, NOT SIDELINED.

That’s why Springfield 2051 matters. The planning for Springfield’s future doesn’t begin in 2051, it begins
right now. The year 2051 is not a starting line; it is our destination. The choices, conversations, and
commitments we make today will define the legacy we leave for generations to come.

As Director of Community Outreach and Engagement at the Springfield Foundation, | see what happens
when promises move beyond words and into action. People stop feeling like guests in the process

and begin to see themselves as partners in shaping it. They bring more than ideas, they bring energy,
ownership, and hope.

That begins with listening to every corner of our community. It means drawing from the insight of
educators and entrepreneurs, young dreamers and seasoned elders, and those whose voices have been
historically undervalued. Expertise isn’'t confined to planning tables, it lives in lived experience. The ideas
that will shape Springfield’s next chapter are already here, waiting to be valued, validated, and woven
together.

So, now comes the challenge: each of us must decide whether we will be observers or architects of our
city’s next chapter. Will we cling to the comfort of old divisions, or commit to the hard work of unity? Will
we wait for change, or be the ones who create it?

2051 IS WHERE WE'RE HEADED BUT HISTORY IS BEING WRITTEN TODAY. LET'S WRITE
IT TOGETHER.

LEARN MORE AT SPRINGFIELD2051.COM




